
UNAIDS  Report  Highlights
Successes  and  Gaps  in  HIV
Treatment

A new report by UNAIDS shows
that  19  of  the  35  million
people living with HIV globally

do not know their HIV positive status.    While the report
highlights how the efforts to increase access to life-saving
antiretroviral treatment (ART) are making a difference, there
is  much  more  to  be  done  in  order  to  end  the  epidemic.
According to UNAIDS Executive Director Michele Sidebe,

“Smarter scale-up is needed to close the gap between people
who know their HIV status and people who don’t, people who
can get services and people who can’t and people who are
protected and people who are punished.”

By the end of 2013, the estimated number of people accessing
ART globally was nearly 13 million, and AIDS-related deaths
were at their lowest since the peak in 2005, having declined
by 35%.  “If we accelerate all HIV scale-up by 2020, we will
be on track to end the epidemic by 2030,” Sidebe said.   “If
not,  we  risk  significantly  increasing  the  time  it  would
take—adding a decade if not more.”

Ending the epidemic by 2030 would avert 18 million new HIV
infections and 11.2 million AIDS-related deaths between 2013
and 2030 around the world.

If we accelerate all HIV scale-up by 2020, we will be on
track to end the epidemic by 2030

The first of its kind, the UNAIDS Gap Report highlights which
countries  account for the highest number of new infections;
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countries that are being left behind and are facing the triple
threat of high HIV burden, low treatment coverage and little
or no reductions in new HIV infections; and emphasizes the
importance  of  location  and  population  through  in-depth
regional analysis of HIV epidemics.  It also identifies 12
populations at higher risk of HIV.   It analyzes reasons for
the growing gap between people with access to HIV prevention,
treatment, care and support and people who are being left
behind; showing how focusing on the underserved and higher
risk populations will be the key to ending the epidemic.

Groups at High Risk: HIV prevalence is estimated to be 28
times higher among injecting drug users, 12 times higher among
sex workers, 19 times higher among me who have sex with men,
and 49 times higher among transgender women than among the
rest  of  the  adult  population.    In  sub-Saharan  Africa
adolescent girls and young women account for one in four new
HIV infections.

“There will be no ending AIDS without putting people first,”
Mr. Sidebe said.  “Without a people-centered approach we will
not go far in the post-2015 era.”


